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Sustainability in perspective
Sustainability is often thought to only be about 
‘environmental’ sustainability but this is only one 
element of overall sustainability.

Sustainability must also consider economic and 
social aspects and all of these elements are 
important when defining sustainability.

In addition to the main issues, there are ‘linking 
issues’ which connect the main elements. These are 
the issues where company actions can improve two 
of the main aspects, e.g., good energy management 
can improve both environmental and economic 
sustainability. Doing good things for the planet can 
also do good things for the economics.

Sustainability is about more than the product and 
the environmental impacts. It is also about the 
company and the community.
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